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and damage done to the idols in which being omnipresent He
undoubtedly resides, Hindus will not defend their religion or
their temples by seeking to destroy mosques and thus proving
themselves as fanatical as the fanatics who have been desecrat-
ing temples.
To the unknown Mussalmans who are undoubtedly behind
these  desecrations   I   submit:
Remember that Islam is being judged by your conduct. I
have not found a single Mussalman defending these outbursts not
even under provocation. There seems to me to have been little
if any provocation offered by the Hindus. But let us assume
that it was otherwise, that Hindus played music .near mosques
to exasperate Mussalmans, that they even removed a stone from
a minaret. Yet I venture to say that Mussalmans ought not
to have desecrated Hindu temples. Even retaliation has its limits.
Hindus prize their temples above their lives. It is possible to
contemplate with some degree of equanimity injury to life but
not to temples. Religion is more than life. Remember that his
own religion is the truest to every man even if it stands low in
the scales of philosophic comparison. But presumption is against
such Hindu provocation. The desecration in Multan was an
unprovoked act, I have been trying to find proof for the alleg-
ations about Hindu desecration in the places referred to in my
article1 on Hindu-Muslim tension. I have failed to receive any
proof in support of them. You will not enhance the reputation
of Islam by the acts reported about Amethi, Shambhar, and
Gulbarga. If you will permit me to say so, I feel about the honour
of Islam as much as I feel about my own religion. This I do
because I desire to live in perfect, open and hearty friendship
with Mussalmans. I cannot help saying that these desecrations
are cutting a deep wound in my heart.
To the Hindus and Mussalmans of Delhi, I say:
Yours is a golden opportunity, if you desire amity between the
two communities. In the light of what seems to have happened
at Amethi, Shambhar, and Gulbarga, it is doubly your duty to
solve the question. You have had the rare good fortune of having
amongst you two Mussalmans, Hakim Sahib Ajmal Khan2 and
Dr. Ansari3, who have hitherto enjoyed the confidence of both the
1 Vide Vol. XXIV, pp. 136-54.
2 1865-1927;  Muslim physician  and politician;  took a leading part in
the Khilafat movement; president, Indian National Congress, 1921-22
3Dr- M. A. Ansari (1880-1936); nationalist Muslim leader; President of
the Indian Muslim League, 1920, and of the Indian National Congress, 1927